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Central Conhectlcut Loop Study

A|rl|ne Tra|I = Farmlngton Canal Trail Connector

Public Meeting #2
November 20, 2024 / 6:30 — 8:00 pm

‘ Lower Connecticut River Valley

Council of Governments




Agenda

= RiverCOG Project Introduction =
= VHB Slide Presentation
— Summary of Public Engagement
— Defining the Study Area
— CCLT Route Alternatives Evaluation
= [-91 Alternatives
= Coginchaug River Alternatives

= Downtown Portland Alternatives

— Next Steps

= Q&A / Discussion



Summary of Public Engagement

= Bi-monthly Study Advisory Committee Meetings

= Stakeholder Meetings (CTDOT, CT DEEP, City of
Middletown/Town of Portland & Trail Advocates)

= Community Events

v

— Middletown Main Street Pop-up
(~90 participants on 12/9/23)

— June 10, 2024 Routing Workshop

— Today'’s Final Information Meeting

v

= RiverCOG Board presentations

= Project Web Page:

www.rivercog.org/plans/cctloopstudy/
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Central Connecticut Loop Trail (111 miles
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The Full Study Area cenmaertoop
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CCLT Route Alternatives Under Consideration

1.5 Miles

Existing Paths

@ Shared Use Path (SUP)

= Funded, In Design/Planning
== Arrigoni Bridge

Meriden Paths

= CCLT Preferred alignment

Potenual nature trall
along Swamp Brook
(not an option fcr the CCLT)

.I. . - 4 - 3 . ] ; \’
Potential signed bike route A
identified by stakeholders 4 P

(not an optlon for the (IJ.T') ;

Middletown CCLT Route Options

== |-91 Bypass Option

== North of RR line/sewer easement option
= Newfield St/Rt. 3 Corridor

= South of RR line/N Main corridor options
= pPowerline Route Option

= SUP on City of Middletown property

== East Swamp Brook Path

Future Rwerfront Trall
(not an option for the CCLT)

P s, [
e aid
Central CT Loop

Portland CCLT Route Options
== Airline RR corridor extension
= Dairy Queen preferred route option
== Freestone/Main St sidepath and shared lanes
== |ong term option to use ALT RR corridor and Pickering St
Supplemental non-CCLT Routes
Signed bike connections
®e Nature Trail

== Riverfront Trail

Air]ine "n'all extension
opﬁms at Dairy Queen site *

o




CCLT ROUJ[@ ﬁltralcTLoﬁ:

Alternatives Evaluation

TABLE 1: EVALUATION CRITERIA
Evaluation Criteria and weighting Key lssue Criteria (up to 5 points each) Weight | Weighted

° o Score Max.
Informed by° OFF ROAD Trail route is to be primarily off-road incorporating 3 15

rail corridars, waterways, and/or through open space
= Project g 0a | S On-road segments of the trail are to provide some 2 10

TRAFFIC SAFETY | separation from traffic, with a minimal number of
. . . . trail crossings of roadways and driveways

= TeChn|Ca| AdV|Sory Commlttee Input Trail route 1) minimizes impact to formally 2 10
ENVIRONMENT designated wetlands, and 2) avoids floodplains and
critical wildlife habitat areas

= Input from the June public meeting

Trail route is to have frequent access points and will 1 5
SECURITY ultimately include wayfinding signage and be well lit
at intersections and underpasses
Faion $ e e o by up o3 dt cosT Both ::_cmstruction and annual mz_aintena_nce cgsts are 1 5
IHAT ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT GOALS FOR THE STUDY? _ oce sty e v most mporintforis 8 taken into account when evaluating trail routing
B s+t route 1 rmari i M aetve e LEQIUIFY: il cute prvdes oddilonal mabily and recreztigh Trail route is 1) intended to be direct, 2) connect to 3 15

| | : iehborhoods.

corridors, along waterways, or thiu upen'spar.qeb. ° @ -|heneﬁtstounder9erved neﬁ .
[

S IO o -

%“%°°® ®c 0.0 %0 o %° o

COMNMNECTIVITY nearby housing, and 3) provide links to schools,
parks, retail businesses, and other civic institutions.
Trail route helps to connect job sites and commercial 1 5

b e e band includes links and spuE.
CONNECTIVITY: trail route is dire ECOMNOMIC

ECOMONIC IMPACT: trail route helps to connect joh sites, s nearby schools, parks, and the Wesleyan campus.

commercial areas, and potential fedeveloprient sites. @ @ Dl s el " areas (some of which may offer potential
k e © ®es o :. e e e redevelopment opportunities)
I Ty ey Trail r?ute provides gddltmnal mobility, recreational 1 5
B e o st when evalaating tal rouing Al s EQUITY benefits, and green infrastructure (e.g., more trees) to
_—-_ 2 ot i & . . -
e ® o L
LA o | unc_ierserved nfelghborhoc_:ds _
e e T _ Trail route HVQIdS steep_n hills where_posm ble and 2 10
Separtion trom rafi,with specialfeatures o ntersectans lm.“*s e “iﬂlﬁe*jgb'gf-. ° Experience offers a pleasing experience with visual access to
3 : 2 " [ ] - -
'-,....'-d Selen e o° .‘.' ® oe%e® e "0, e nature and minimal exposure to busy roadways
% | .
; .. = TOTAL 80




CCLT Route
Alternatives Evaluation

Evaluation Matrix

= Includes scores for each criterion for
segments of the CCLT route that
includes alternative alignments:

— 1-91 area
— Coginchaug River area
— Downtown Portland

DRAFT Trail Alternati

es Evaluation Matrix - Oct 9, 2024

—vhb

191 Alignment Middletown Alignment Portland
Alternatives Alternatives Alignment Alt's
P I Available
Criteria Weighting o M2 M3 M4
Foints M31-1 M31-2 M31-3 M1 Pl P2
M2A m2B mM2ac M3A M3B M3aC MaA M4B Mac
Score Score | Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score
(Dif-Foad 15 15 15 12 | 15 15 12 15 15 3 15 15 3 [
Pricritizes options which provide
the most separation from traffic 3 0-15 ] 5 5 4 3 5 5 4 5 [ 1 [ [ 1 z
Traffic Safety 6 ] 4 4 4 10 10 L} 10 £ 2 10 ] 2 L]
Fricritizes optlons.that hau,‘:- the . o1 3 4 2 2 2 5 5 2 5 4 ' 5 4 ' .
few est vehicular interruptions
|Enxircnment ] ] 6 5 10 T 4 5 2 10 10 5 10 10 10
Pricritizes options that have 4 3 1 1 5 3 1 3 1 5 5 1 5 5 5
mirimal impacts ta wetlands, 100-
. 2 0-10
year flaadplains, and ather
ervironmental conditions 4 [ [ 4 [ 4 ] z i [ [ 4 [ [ [
Security 4 2 2 1 5 4 2 5 1 5 4 3 5 5 3
Pricritizes options that have easy
access and are not |s_0|ated from 1 05 N 2 2 1 5 4 2 5 1 5 4 3 5 5 3
nearby roadw ays, businesses, and
neighbarhoods
[Cost 5 1 1 3 a5 4 3 1 2 5 4 5 5 5 3
Priaritizes options that have direct
connections and minimize high
caost elements, including bridges. 1 0-5 5 1 1 3 3 4 3 1 2 5 4 5 5 5 3
lengthy boardw alks, and
switchbacks
[Connectivity 10 10 T 1+ 1 1 8 10 10 n n 10 n 12 13
4 4 [} g 4 5 3 2 2 [} [} [} [} 4 [}
Priritizes options with the mast
connectivity to town centers, the 3 015 5 5 2 N s 3 2 5 5 ’ 5 . ’ 3 3
mast accessible paths, for the most
residents
1 1 i} q 3 3 3 3 3 8 1 1 8 8 8
Ei Impact 3 1 3 5 3 1 1 3 1 1 5 1 1 5 5
Pricritizes options that provide the
mast direct connection to areas 1 0-5 3 1 3 5 3 1 1 3 1 1 5 1 1 5 5
with existing jobs
| Equity 1} L] L] 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
Priaritizes options that are inside or
withir 150 Feat of an EJ Black 1 05 1] 1] 1] ] ] ] ] ] 5 |3 |3 |3 |3 |3 |3
Group
|Ezperience 2 3 3 10 4 8 L 4 ] 4 2 ] 4 2 4
Pricritizes options that avoid the
steepest grades and are more 2 0-10 1 4 4 [ 2 4 3 2 4 2 1 4 2 1 2
prosimate to natural areas




CCLT Route Alternatives

1.5 Miles

valuation

Existing Paths

== Shared Use Path (SUP)

= Funded, In Design/Planning
== Arrigoni Bridge

Meriden Paths

= CCLT Preferred alignment
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Middletown CCLT Route Options

= |-97 Bypass Option

== North of RR line/sewer easement option
= Newfield St/Rt. 3 Corridor

== South of RR line/N Main corridor options
= pPowerline Route Option

= SUP on City of Middletown property

== East Swamp Brook Path
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Central CT Loop

Portland CCLT Route Options
== Ajrline RR corridor extension
= Dairy Queen preferred route option
== Freestone/Main St sidepath and shared lanes
== | ong term option to use ALT RR corridor and Pickering 5t
Supplemental non-CCLT Routes
Signed bike connections
®e Nature Trail

== Riverfront Trail
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CCLT West of Middle Street

— e e s TR T

Tlmber Ridge Road Option 1:
On-street bikeway with sidewalk

Buffer Tiadl  Buffer  Side- | Planting
Wtk

RII.Ih( of Way [ROW)
I e

Tlmber Rldge Road Optlon 2:
10-12" wide shared-use path

Rigght of Way [FOW) Easerment Reauired
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Main 5t at signal

Southbound bicyclists shift |-
o west side of

M4
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or Beacon)
ffic Calming)

= Shared Roadway (Non-CCLT)

ing
== Shared Use Path

CCLT M

= Shared Use Path (Non-CCLT)

== Sidepath in Road ROW

== Shared Roadway (w/Tra
== Sidewalk Pathway

~ Local Streets

@ Signalized Crossing
O Proposed Cross

&3 Municipal Border

@ New Bridge Required
== Bicycle Lane




entral CT Loop
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CCLT Middletown Alternatives M1-M4 >

for sidepath along east side | |
R | (N XA
A | to west side of Main St 3t signal |
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@ New Bridge Required

== Bicycle Lane

== Shared Roadway (w/Traffic Calming)
= Shared Roadway (Non-CCLT)

== Shared Use Path

= Shared Use Path (Non-CCLT)

== Sidepath in Road ROW

== Sidewalk Pathway
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CCLT Middletown Alternative M2-M4 combo Ce,,w.mop
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CCLT I\/Iiddletovvm Alternative M2-M4 combo > " aa
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Sidepath in Road ROW
» Sidewalk Pathway
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CCLT I\/Iiddletoy_vp Alternative M2-M4 combo

Local Streets
@ Signalized Crossing
O Proposed Crossing (Signal or Beacon)
&3 Municipal Border
@ New Bridge Required
== Bicycle Lane
Shared Roadway (w/Traffic Calming)
Shared Roadway (Non-CCLT)
== Shared Use Path
= Shared Use Path (Non-CCLT)
Sidepath in Road ROW
== Sidewalk Pathway
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ginchaug River and Floodplain  Sgacr i

750'-800' long
bridge/boardwalk
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Crossing the Coginchaug River and Floodplain ===k
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CCLT Middletown Arrigoni Bridge Connection GontrlCTioog
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CCLT Portland Route Alternatives P1-P2

Local Streets
@ Signalized Crossing
O Proposed Crossing (Signal or Beacon)
&3 Municipal Border
= New Bridge Required
== Bicycle Lane
Shared Roadway (w/Traffic Calming)
Shared Roadway (Non-CCLT)
== Shared Use Path
= Shared Use Path (Non-CCLT)
== Sidepath in Road ROW
== Sidewalk Pathway
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CCLT Portland Route Alternatives P2

Pickering Street

Existing
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NEXT STEPS

Based on feedback,
finalize the Preferred
Alternative

Ongoing stakeholder
meetings (DEEP etc.)

Final meeting with
Technical Advisory
Committee

Begin to draft the final
CCLT Study report

Py
Mee

ibli
[ing

0.2 2: Crivical Traffie Areas and improvernents
4.2 3: Recommendations Evaluatian and Preferred Altermative
4.3: Task 4 Defiveralies

5.1: bmplementation Plan

5.2: Task § Detiverables
5.3: Future Phass Methocalogy
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