
Public Meeting #2
November 20, 2024 / 6:30 – 8:00 pm

Central Connecticut Loop Study
Airline Trail – Farmington Canal Trail Connector 



Agenda
 RiverCOG Project Introduction

 VHB Slide Presentation
– Summary of Public Engagement

– Defining the Study Area

– CCLT Route Alternatives Evaluation

 I-91 Alternatives

 Coginchaug River Alternatives

 Downtown Portland Alternatives

– Next Steps

 Q&A / Discussion



 Bi-monthly Study Advisory Committee Meetings

 Stakeholder Meetings (CTDOT, CT DEEP, City of 
Middletown/Town of Portland & Trail Advocates)

 Community Events
– Middletown Main Street Pop-up 

(~90 participants on 12/9/23)
– June 10, 2024 Routing Workshop
– Today’s Final Information Meeting 

 RiverCOG Board presentations

 Project Web Page:

Summary of Public Engagement

www.rivercog.org/plans/cctloopstudy/



Central Connecticut Loop Trail (111 miles)



The Full Study Area

Middletown PortlandMeriden

A
B

Core Study Area: 
~11.5 miles



CCLT Route Alternatives Under Consideration



CCLT Route 
Alternatives Evaluation

Evaluation Criteria and weighting 
informed by:

 Project goals

 Technical Advisory Committee input

 Input from the June public meeting 



CCLT Route 
Alternatives Evaluation

Evaluation Matrix

 Includes scores for each criterion for 
segments of the CCLT route that 
includes alternative alignments:
– I-91 area
– Coginchaug River area
– Downtown Portland



CCLT Route Alternatives Evaluation

I-91 
Alternatives 

Middletown 
Alternatives 

Portland 
Alternatives 



CCLT West of Middle Street
Timber Ridge Road Option 1:

On-street bikeway with sidewalk

Timber Ridge Road Option 2:
10’-12’ wide shared-use path



CCLT I-91 Alternatives 1-3

46

53

53

M91-2 with shared use path within
 the I-91 Right of way



CCLT Middletown Alternatives M1-M4



CCLT Middletown Alternatives M1-M4

1: 59.0
$11.7m

2: 58.3
$7.8m

4: 57.3
$6.5m

3: 53.3
$19.8m



CCLT Middletown Alternatives M1-M4

59

64

54

64

54

49

65

56

62

46



CCLT Middletown Alternative M2-M4 combo

Newfield Street 10’ wide sidepath



CCLT Middletown Alternative M2-M4 combo

Path crossing of Newfield St



CCLT Middletown Alternative M2-M4 combo



Crossing the Coginchaug River and Floodplain
750’-800’ long 

bridge/boardwalk

Newfield Street Residential 
Development (400+ units)

*
Potential Park 

Space and Trailhead



Crossing the Coginchaug River and Floodplain
750’-800’ long 

bridge/boardwalk

*
Potential Park 

Space and Trailhead



Crossing the Coginchaug River and Floodplain

Harlem Valley 
Rail Trail, 

Millerton NY

Farmington Canal 
Heritage Trail, 

Cheshire CT

Alewife Brook 
Greenway, 
Arlington MA

Mystic River 
Greenway, 
Somerville MA



CCLT Middletown Arrigoni Bridge Connection 



CCLT Middletown Arrigoni Bridge Connection 

North Main St. view northeast to Johnson St



CCLT Portland Route Alternatives P1-P2

49

53

Freestone Ave (Google streetview)

Rail corridor from Pickering St.



CCLT Portland Route Alternatives P2

49

53

Pickering Street
Existing

Proposed



CCLT Portland Route Alternatives P1

49

53

Main St facing South (Google Streetview)

Main St facing North (Google Streetview)



CCLT Portland Route Alternatives P1
Main Street/Rte. 17A, North of Rte. 66

Existing

Proposed



CCLT Portland Route Alternatives P1
Main Street/Rte. 17A, South of Rte. 66

Existing

ProposedCrossing improvement 
needed (e.g., flashing 
beacon)



Portland Connection to the Airline Trail

View of rail corridor from William 
Street Extension



NEXT STEPS

Public 
Meeting #2

 Based on feedback, 
finalize the Preferred 
Alternative

 Ongoing stakeholder 
meetings (DEEP, etc.)

 Final meeting with 
Technical Advisory 
Committee

 Begin to draft the final 
CCLT Study report
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