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Summary of Public Engagement

Steering Committee Meetings....thanks to:
o Marek Kozikowski AICP, City of Middletown
o Howard Weissberg PE, City of Middletown
o Tom Nigosanti PE, City of Middletown

Stakeholder Meetings (CTDOT, CT DEEP, City of
Middletown/Town of Portland & Trail Advocates)

= Community Events

— Middletown Main Street Pop-up
(~90 participants on 12/9/23)

— June 10 and November 20, 2024 Public Meetings

= Project Web Page:
www.rivercog.org/plans/cctloopstudy/




{280

i

Central Connecticut Loop Trail (111 miles
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Central CT Loop

The Full Study
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CCLT Route Alternatives Considered o L

Existing Paths Middletown CCLT Route Options Portland CCLT Route Options

== Shared Use Path (SUP) == |-97 Bypass Option == Airline RR corridor extension

= Funded, In Design/Planning == North of RR line/sewer easement option = Dairy Queen preferred route option

== Arrigoni Bridge = Newfield St/Rt. 3 Corridor == Freestone/Main St sidepath and shared lanes

Meriden Paths = South of RR line/N Main corridor options == | ong term option to use ALT RR corridor and Pickering St

= CCLT Preferred alignment = Powerline Route Option Supplemental non-CCLT Routes

= SUP on City of Middletown property Signed bike connections
== East Swamp Brook Path ®e Nature Trail
== Riverfront Trail

Air]ine "n'all extension
opﬁms at Dairy Queen site *

o

Potenual nature trall
along Swamp Brook
(not an option fcr the CCLT)

R x,_ B
Potential signed bike route Ty r 3 -rf Future Rwerfront Trall :
identified by stakeholders 4 ! t an option for the CCL i
(not an optlon forﬂ'le(IJ.T') - { m (no anop - 0
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CCLT Route Alternatives Evaluated

Evaluation Criteria and weighting
informed by:

Input from the Steering Committee
and the community

Project Goals

Consistency with City of Middletown
adopted plans, e.g., Plan of
Conservation and Development:

— Multi-modal transportation network

— Bicycle infrastructure connecting the
Air Line Trail to the FCHT in Cheshire

— Partnering with other towns and
RiverCOG to provide ped/bike
connectivity beyond City limits

TABLE 1: EVALUATION CRITERIA
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Key Issue

Criteria (up to 5 points each)

Weighted
Score Max.

OFF ROAD

Trail route is to be primarily off-road incorporating
rail corridars, waterways, and/or through open space

15

TRAFFIC SAFETY

On-road segments of the trail are to provide some
separation from traffic, with a minimal number of
trail crossings of roadways and driveways

10

ENVIROMMENT

Trail route 1) minimizes impact to formally
designated wetlands, and 2) avoids floodplains and
critical wildlife habitat areas

10

SECURITY

Trail route is to have frequent access points and will

ultimately include wayfinding signage and be well lit
at intersections and underpasses

COST

Both ccmstruction and annual maintenance costs are

CONMECTIVITY

Trail route is 1) intended to be direct, 2) connect to
nearby housing, and 3) provide links to schools,
parks, retail businesses, and other civic institutions.

15

ECONOMIC
IMPACT

Trail route helps to connect job sites and commercial
areas (some of which may offer potential
redevelopment opportunities)

EQUITY

Trail route provides additional mobility, recreational
benefits, and green infrastructure (e.q., more trees) to
underserved neighborhoods

Experience

Trail route avoids steep hills where possible and
offers a pleasing experience with visual access to
nature and minimal exposure to busy roadways

10

TOTAL
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- CCLT Preferred Alignment: Middl _ c\er,t,mp

Existing Mattabesset Troiley Trail
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 Preferred Alternative
(@ Potential Trailhead and Parking Area

Right of Way [ROW)
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Central CT Loop
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- State thways ' ' Trail Route Typology
- Local Streets == Shared Use Path
- @ Signalized Crossing (Existing) * »Sidepath/Wide Sidewalk
O Proposed Crossing (Signal or Beacon)  Northwest Middletown Alighment
. &= Municipal Border “ Preferred Alternative

(D Potential Trailhead and Parking Area
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: West Middletown b@;ﬂ

Rcute options for the north
end of Preferred Alternative TBD
(both utilize Cty—owned pruperty)

Exlstlng West Lake Dr path
provides the short-term
route for the O‘:LT

utilizes 1-91 ROW (coordination
wlﬁ'l CTDOT requlred)

Courdnatlon with
Smith Street property

Repaving_ required
along existing Smith
Street sidepath
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state-owned rail corridor |
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ginchaug River and Floodplain  Sgacr i
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Central Middletown = o

Central CT Loop
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Portland (Short-term)

Main Street/Rte. 17A, South of Rte. 66
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Cost Estimate

.. d"‘ Total: ~$23m E
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Existing Paths
== Shared Use Path (SUP)

2 == Funded, In Design/Planning

= prrigoni Bridge

| Meriden CCLT Preferred Alignment
. == Preferred alignment

Middletown CCLT Preferred Alignment
== Long term |-91 Bypass

= Mewfield St/Rt. 3 Corridor

== South of RR line/M Main corridor

== 5P on City of Middletown praperty
== East Swamp Brook Path

® Potential Trailhead and Parking Area
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Central CT Loop

Portland CCLT Preferred Alignment

== Airline RR corridor extension

== Freestone/Main St sidepath and shared lanes

== | ang term option to use ALT RR corridor and Pickering 5t
Supplemental non-CCLT Routes

== Nature Trail

= = Riverfrant Trail
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Phasing = ]

Central CT Loop

Existing Paths Phasing Phase 2C
@ Shared Use Path (SUP) " Ongoing " Phase 3
“= Funded, In Design/Planning I Phase 1A Phase 4
&= Arrigoni Bridge B Phase 1B Phase 5

B Phase 2A " Project on separate timeline
i Phase 2B

= d _)‘_.‘-'A L T
k,- AirLine Tral extension |
" options at Dairy Queen site |

/ CCLT Regional Context

-l""':-i To

-"' sy

‘iﬂ,m" iy




| CentraICT s
Central Connectlcut Loop Study

A|rl|ne Tra|I = Farmlngton Canal Trail Connector _ i

Middletown Planning & Zoning Commission ‘ Lower Connecticut River Valley
Council of Governments

April 9, 2025 8




	Slide Number 1
	Summary of Public Engagement
	Central Connecticut Loop Trail (111 miles)
	The Full Study Area and Core Study Area
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

