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Summary of Public Engagement

Steering Committee Meetings....thanks to:
o Dan Bourret, Town of Portland

o Riz Rizzo, Airline Trail Committee Co-Chair

o Louis Pear, Airline Trail Committee Co-Chair

Stakeholder Meetings (CTDOT, CT DEEP, City of
Middletown/Town of Portland & Trail Advocates)

Community Events

— Middletown Main Street Pop-up
(~90 participants on 12/9/23)

— June 10 and November 20, 2024 Public Meetings

Project Web Page:
www.rivercog.org/plans/cctloopstudy/
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Central Connecticut Loop Trail (111 miles

P NG thiCanasn 3 ) oAt § 4 } ) ! A i A \
3 L. ’:{ £ ‘r L}‘-I[;j—-__._h | % l: ). ;:, f,# E \i‘ 4
l,’ =il Suffield ! ” 1 " Somers ! an‘qui i punion i \
. i y . i r I Enfield \ | T i ? _1 \
Canaan ] Granby ! (1 / 1 s \ J-'v"?'__""“'--'“__ i Woodstock 1
B - J ; & el [ A [ - 7 ] t \
East Granby ! | "{ | A \\‘ ! i)
) w o, i 1
Wit \ s ERRY B R g b i LNy £
e / -k 3 B, B P
i ! ] |
! 0.
£ i ad
Cn:’nw?ll 28 Win 3I|nl\r5//
i Ry I =
s | Central CT Loop
] Joshen 1 4
I 1.1
/ |4 Chorter Oak Greenway
\|
L
1

.. Central CT Loop

+f [}
Hartfordse ﬁrm...dmm

4' / Capitol Region

DTG TOT

Harwinton i

1 !
< L ‘_{ J/r_b?fm ‘fOrj-lf.-"
| -

}-'\rn.umJ(c\l

Watren

4 /!
= L
PRt

=
‘/_‘I:tn:l

&

_..f’\x//ﬁ/ 2

‘il 1
L

\ \Iowlnrltolj"’

Washington

i \ . b ‘R\_"‘""} r'l : ;_ / :
LT e A e T Sy )

1
1}
3 J 9 | / 1
/E\ro mwell 3 \ T q e J ,} ) ¥
cmmeme =] . \("‘ } A \\z“ Lisbon t}/ '.
i A EF O\ LY % e o ‘ i
|| 1 Vi 1 ﬂ=-—_1~;:" _? Griswold ‘.\"L\I\I[HL‘\\JI]
SN )] TAN
hY \ § ey V Ny
Vool ;. 1 -
“em - Central CT Loop ) ) Noruich' ':
e, | H Jﬁ e W | s i 1
ALT-FCHT Study y ,.d.M / AN e A\ L \
§ 7 A e = LS v iy A
R T e 1} 2 o ; \ ey e R \\ ] sz
S 7 : 7 _:4 l" } \ R i -
AL , %
[ Farmington Canal Trall] - WA FoStam ] B NS o T
1 T 5 . 3 Eas e 1 i g L 3 1Y, o
L Southbury 7] S\ Airline Trail - Farmington Canal L‘ East Hacdam i \vp\ \ l Y North
i s % o T i b / | . Mantuille [ Stonington
P Prod RN I P ingfard Aty Trail Connector Route \ i ¢ o Mantill b ) £ .
A\ A PR { I ,/ N
23con ;
= H !L/_-—_—"—T I ‘\ —"*-\ :") S \//
7 5 1 { e o Lae i § SN o
i e Vil & 1 % L
\ 5 10 Miles 7 “"" / (;uilsmdi 3 Killingworth ‘t. \ Wateiford ‘l1 ! 'n’ ‘th"m"ﬂm\/&ﬁ
7 IEN N L e — e G Fanford 1 5 i N BT Groten T R

=== Central Connecticut Loop Trail (CCLT) === CCLT Portland-Middletown Study Area === CCLT Meriden-Cheshire Study Area === Regional Trails Outside of the CCLT East Coast Greenway Route



Bm]

Central CT Loop

The Full Study
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CCLT Route Alternatives Considered o L

Existing Paths Middletown CCLT Route Options Portland CCLT Route Options

== Shared Use Path (SUP) == |-97 Bypass Option == Airline RR corridor extension

= Funded, In Design/Planning == North of RR line/sewer easement option = Dairy Queen preferred route option

== Arrigoni Bridge = Newfield St/Rt. 3 Corridor == Freestone/Main St sidepath and shared lanes

Meriden Paths = South of RR line/N Main corridor options == | ong term option to use ALT RR corridor and Pickering St

= CCLT Preferred alignment = Powerline Route Option Supplemental non-CCLT Routes

= SUP on City of Middletown property Signed bike connections
== East Swamp Brook Path ®e Nature Trail
== Riverfront Trail

Air]ine "n'all extension
opﬁms at Dairy Queen site *

o

Potenual nature trall
along Swamp Brook
(not an option fcr the CCLT)

R x,_ B
Potential signed bike route Ty r 3 -rf Future Rwerfront Trall :
identified by stakeholders 4 ! t an option for the CCL i
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Trail Character / Design Options

Boardwalk segment | N Path along edge of water body



CCLT Route Alternatives Evaluated

Evaluation Criteria and weighting
informed by:

Input from the Steering Committee
and the community

Project Goals

Consistency with adopted plans from
RiverCOG, City of Middletown, and
Town of Portland

TABLE 1: EVALUATION CRITERIA
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- °

r"m:‘?} n

Central CT Loop

Key Issue

Criteria (up to 5 points each)

Weight

Weighted
Score Max.

QOFF ROAD

Trail route is to be primarily off-road incorporating
rail corridors, waterways, and/or through open space

15

TRAFFIC SAFETY

On-road segments of the trail are to provide some
separation from traffic, with a minimal number of
trail crossings of roadways and driveways

10

ENVIROMNMENT

Trail route 1) minimizes impact to formally
designated wetlands, and 2) avoids floodplains and
critical wildlife habitat areas

10

SECURITY

Trail route is to have frequent access points and will
ultimately include wayfinding signage and be well it
at intersections and underpasses

COST

Both cnnstructinn and annual maintenance cc-sts are

COMMECTIVITY

Trail route is 1) intended to be direct, 2) connect to
nearby housing, and 3) provide links to schools,
parks, retail businesses, and other civic institutions.

15

ECOMNOMIC
IMPACT

Trail route helps to connect job sites and commercial
areas (some of which may offer potential
redevelopment opportunities)

EQUITY

Trail route provides additional mobility, recreational
benefits, and green infrastructure (e.g., more trees) to
underserved neighborhoods

Experience

Trail route avoids steep hills where possible and
offers a pleasing experience with visual access to
nature and minimal exposure to busy roadways

10

TOTAL
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Portland CCLT Preferred Alignment

== Air Line RR corridor extension

== Freestone/Main St sidepath and shared lanes

== | ong term option to use ALT RR corridor and Pickering St
Supplemental non-CCLT Routes

== Nature Trail
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Central CT Loop

state-owned rail corridor |
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@ New Bridge Required

== Bicycle Lane

== Shared Roadway (w/Traffic Calming)
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== Shared Use Path
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== Sidewalk Pathway
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Central Middletown —> = s

Central CT Loop
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Portland Downtown

Trail Route Typology

== Bicycle Lane

* «Shared Roadway (w/Traffic Calming)
== Shared Use Path

* *Sidepath in Road ROW

== Sidewalk Pathway

Portland Alignment
@ Short-Term
" Long-Term

Currently an active rail
corridor (coordination
with CTDOT required)

]
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Portlanc (Short—term) Cemr;:.iimg

Trail Route Typology

== Sidewalk Pathway
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Portland (Short-term
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(pedestrians on sidewalks)

o
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| space for northbound bikes | J
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Widen east sidewalk to 10

Shift traffic lanes 4 feet east to provide
space for southbound bike lane
(resulting in ~4' wide east shoulder and
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Crossing improvement needed
(e.q., flashing beacon)
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North sidewalk signed for

Widen east sidewalk to 10 feet
to provide designated space

pedestrians and westbound |-
bike traffic only

for northbound bikes
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South sidewalk signed for
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bike traffic only

/

Trail Route Typology

== Bicycle Lane

= »Shared Roadway (w/Traffic Calming)
= =Sidepath in Road ROW

== Sidewalk Pathway

(D Potential Trailhead and Parking Area

@ Signalized Crossing (Existing)
O Proposed Crossing (Signal or Beacon)
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Portland (Short-term) >
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Trail Route Typology
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Portland Link to

CLT Preferred Alignment:
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Cost Estimate ?%F@

Existing Paths Middletown CCLT Preferred Alignment Portland CCLT Preferred Alignment
== Shared Use Path (SUP) == Long term |-91 Bypass == Airline RR corridor extension
N - Funded, In Design/Flanning = Mewfield St/Rt. 3 Corridor == Freestone/Main 5t sidepath and shared lanes
= prrigoni Bridge == South of RR line/M Main corridor == | ang term option to use ALT RR corridor and Pickering 5t
| Meriden CCLT Preferred Alignment == 5UF on City of Middletown praperty Supplemental non-CCLT Routes
== Preferred alignment == East Swamp Brook Path =® Nature Trail
® Potential Trailhead and Parking Area = = Riverfront Trail
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CCLT Preferred Alignment: Phasing = ]

Central CT Loop

Existing Paths Phasing Phase 2C
@ Shared Use Path (SUP) " Ongoing " Phase 3
“= Funded, In Design/Planning I Phase 1A Phase 4
&= Arrigoni Bridge B Phase 1B Phase 5

B Phase 2A " Project on separate timeline
i Phase 2B
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" options at Dairy Queen site |

/ CCLT Regional Context
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